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News & Notes 
BUSM to celebrate 20 years 
of participation in Framingham Study 
The School of Medicine will celebrate 20 years of participa-
tion in the Boston University-Framingham Heart Study on 
Sept. 28 and 29 with a day-long program and a commemora-
tive dinner at which the first medical director of the Study 
will speak. 
The dinner, which will be held on Wednesday, Sept. 28 at 
the Castle on the Charles River Campus, will feature a talk 
by Thomas R. Dawber, M.D., a retired BUSM professor of 
medicine and public health and the first director of the 
Framingham Heart Study. The dinner will be hosted by 
William B. Kannel, M.D., a professor of medicine and a 
Framingham Heart Study principal investigator. Other 
scheduled speakers include Dean Emeritus John I. Sandson 
and William Zukel, M.D., former deputy director of the Na-
tional Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute's Division of Heart 
and Vascular Disease. 
On Thursday, Sept. 29, the BUSM Department of 
Medicine's Section of Preventive Medicine and Epidemiol-
ogy will present a program at Framingham Union Hospital, 
one of the School's affiliates, outlining the contributions of 
the Framingham Study to the conquest of cardiovascular dis-
ease. Joseph Stokes III, M.D., a professor of medicine and 
public health (epidemiology and biostatistics), will present 
welcoming remarks, which will be followed by talks from 
other faculty members. Following the talks will be an after-
noon program for Framingham Study offspring and their 
parents at which William P. Castelli, M.D., an adjunct as-
sociate professor of medicine and director of the Study, will 
discuss ways to prevent cardiovascular disease. The event 
will conclude that evening with a "Multiple Risk Factor 
Reduction Program" involving speakers and open to mem-
bers of the Framingham community. 
Drug for treatment of AIDS may be useful in treating leukemia 
Medical Center researchers were among the authors of a 
recent study suggesting that one of the drugs now being 
evaluated for use in AIDS patients also may be useful in the 
treatment of acute leukemia in children and adults. The 
drug, dideoxyadenosine (ddA), like the drug AZT now 
being tested in AIDS patients, can prevent the AIDS virus 
from reproducing itself by interacting with the enzyme that 
controls viral reproduction. 
CHINESE OFFICIALS VISIT—Representatives from Dalian 
Medical School in the People's Republic of China recently visited 
with Jerome Glickman, Ed.D., director of the School's Educational 
Media Support Center, to discuss the Global Classroom Project, a 
computer-video-telephone system that allows images to be trans-
mitted via standard telephone lines for conferencing or teaching 
purposes. Shown here are, clockwise from bottom left, Glickman; 
Wang Tongyi, M.D., vice president of the medical center at 
Dalian; Zhu Weiji, M.D., chairman of the Department of Surgery; 
Joseph Vitale, M.D., BUSM associate dean for international 
health; Wu Gongkan, M.D., dean of the medical school; and Ding 
Eu Yuan, M.D., president of the medical center. (Photo by David 
Keough, BUSM Educational Media) 
Ronald McCaffrey, M.D., a BUSM professor of medicine 
and head of the Section of Medical Oncology at the Univer-
sity Hospital, and his colleagues, while studying the nature 
of the interaction between the ddA and the viral enzyme, 
noted that ddA also interacted in a very similar manner with 
a completely unrelated enzyme, which they previously had 
purified from human leukemia cells. This enzyme, called 
terminal transferase (TdT), is found in almost all childhood 
leukemias and in about 30 percent of all adult leukemia 
cells. 
To determine the significance of this interaction between 
ddA and TdT, the research team added ddA to laboratory 
cultures of leukemia cells and to leukemia cells taken direct-
ly from newly diagnosed children and adults with acute 
leukemia. In every instance the leukemia cell cultures were 
killed by ddA within 48 hours if the cells contained the en-
zyme TdT. Leukemia cell lines without the enzyme were 
unaffected by ddA. In the experiments involving ddA ex-
posure of leukemia cells taken directly from newly diag-
nosed patients the same result was seen. 
The dose of ddA needed to kill the TdT-containing 
leukemia cells in the laboratory was 20- to 25-fold higher 
than the dose of ddA needed to prevent the AIDS virus 
from replicating. According to McCaffrey, it is not clear if 
ddA would be tolerated by the patient at such a high dose to 
control leukemia. Therefore a modified form of ddA now 
is being studied. 
Aphasia Center researchers report new treatment approach 
Researchers at the Aphasia Research Center of the BUSM 
Department of Neurology, testing a drug used chiefly in the 
treatment of Parkinson's disease, reported this summer that 
they improved the speech fluency of a male patient suffer-
ing from aphasia. Aphasia is a crippling array of language 
disorders that may stem from damage to the left side of the 
brain as a result of strokes, head injury, tumors, infections 
or some degenerative diseases. 
Martin L. Albert, M.D., Ph.D., a professor of neurology, 
clinical director of the Aphasia Research Center (located at 
Boston Veterans Administration Medical Center) and direc-
tor of behavioral neurosciences and geriatric neurology at 
the School and BVAMC; David L. Bachman, M.D., an assis-
tant professor of neurology; Nancy Helm-Estabrooks, 
Sc.D., an associaTe professor of neurology (speech pathoU 
ogy); and Alison Morgan, Ph.D., a speech pathologist at 
BVAMC, were among the researchers who conducted the 
study. 
The scientists tested the drug, called bromocriptine, on 
the 62-year-old male stroke victim who spoke with long 
pauses between words and had difficulty initiating speech. 
They reported in the June issue of Neurology that "the num-
ber of pauses between and within utterances diminished sig-
nificantly and naming improved." However, the authors 
warned that because the study involved only one subject, 
the results must be viewed with caution and many questions 
remain. Nonetheless, they wrote, "this study provides sup-
port, also, for the growing belief that neurobehavioral disor-
ders (such as pathological laughing and crying in patients 
with multiple sclerosis) may benefit from phar-
macotherapy." 
New book by George Annas looks at medical law, bioethics issues 
"Judging Medicine," a new book written by George Annas, 
J.D., M.P.H., chief of the School of Public Health's Health 
Law Section and the Edward R. Utley Professor of Health 
Law, tackles some of the most controversial issues in 
modern medicine. Central to the book (Humana Press, 
1988) is the concept that the patient and the physician 
together have the ultimate responsibility to determine what 
is appropriate and humane care. 
The book explores the legal and ethical aspects of the 
right to die, the artificial heart, surrogate motherhood. 
genetic counseling and other complex medical-care issues 
of the 1980s. 
Howard Koh, M.D., awarded Preventive Oncology Academic Award from NCI 
Howard Koh, M.D., an assistant professor of dermatology 
and medicine at BUSM and an assistant professor of public 
health at the School of Public Health, recently received a 
five-year, $350,000 Preventive Oncology Academic Award 
from the National Cancer Institute. 
The award was one of three given nationally this year to 
physicians involved in cancer research, education and treat-
ment. With the support from the award, Koh will continue 
to focus on strategies for early detection and prevention of 
skin cancer/malignant melanoma. 
BUSM Dermatopathology Section offers new three-year training program 
The Dermatopathology Section of the School's Department 
of Dermatology, in collaboration with the Department of 
Pathology, is offering a three-year training program in der-
matopathology. The program is intended to prepare 
trainees for an academic career and will include at least one 
year of laboratoLy-based reaearcJi^^ 
Program Director Jag Bhawan, M.B.B.S., a professor of 
dermatology and pathology, is head of the Section, which is 
equipped for routine histology, immunofluorescence, 
electron microscopy and computerized image analysis. The 
Section presently is engaged in several collaborative re-
search projects, including histology of cutaneous aging and 
melanocyte-keratinocyte interactions in vitro. For more in-
formation, please call Bhawan in Dermatology at x7128 
(638-7128). 
BUSM students elected to AMSA posts; participate in special training program 
School of Medicine students Josephine C. Young '91 and 
Shing H. Wu '91 recently were elected new officers of the 
local chapter of the American Medical Student Association, 
an organization of more than 30,000 members that repre-
sents physicians in training. Young was elected chapter 
president and Wu was elected recruitment coordinator. The 
Association works with other professional organizations 
and agencies to improve health-care services. 
In addition, Patricia Morikawa '89 was one of a dozen 
medical students from across the country to participate this 
summer in the first Betty Ford Center Medical Student 
Professionals-in-Residence Summer School in Rancho 
Mirage, Calif. During the five-day program, students 
learned about the treatment facility by getting involved in 
the daily lives of inpatients and family program par-
ticipants. Topics covered in informational sessions in-
cluded admission procedures, new patient orientation, 
nursing services, addictive disease, the treatment process. 
outpatient services and aftercare. The Center is an 80-bed 
chemical dependency recovery hospital located at the Eisen-
hower Medical Center. 
Biomedical and Clinical Sciences Program 
offers two new courses for 1988-89 
The Program in Biomedical Laboratory and Clinical Scien-
ces, an undergraduate degree program designed for in-
dividuals who wish to pursue careers in biotechnology, 
biomedical research or health care, will offer two new cour-
ses during the 1988-89 academic year, according to 
Program Director Constance Phillips. 
"Anatomy and Histology for Laboratory Scientists" will 
be offered during the first semester, beginning Sept. 7, and 
"Tissue Culture Techiques" will be offered the second 
semester. Both courses will be conducted at the Medical 
Campus. The Program is a cooperative effort between 
BUSM and the University's Metropolitan College. For 
more information, please call Phillips at x5097 (638-5097) 
or the Office of Counseling and Student Services at the 
Metropolitan College at 353-2980. 
Humphrey Center awarded seed grant for promising new projects 
The School of Medicine's Hubert H. Humphrey Cancer 
Research Center has been awarded an institutional grant 
from the National Chapter of the American Cancer Society 
to encourage young investigators (junior faculty, post-docs) 
to carry out cancer-related research. 
The primary purpose of the grant is to serve as "seed" 
money to permit initiation of promising new projects or 
novel ideas. The awards will vary according to the needs of 
the investigator and will not exceed $6,000 for any single 
project. The majority of the allocations will be made to 
those who have not received prior grant support. The dead-
line for applications is Oct. 1, and forms are available from 
the Cancer Center office, K-701, x4173 (638-4173). 
Medical Campus offices relocate; new dining facility to open 
The Medical Campus' Office of Financial and Business Af-
fairs recently relocated to the third floor of the Robinson 
Building (B-3), according William Gasper, assistant vice 
president for business affairs. The Office includes the 
departments of Personnel, Purchasing, Auxiliary Services, 
Facilities Management (formerly Plant Services), Purchas-
ing/Property Management, Security, Accounting, Budget, 
GSGD Clinic (financial) and Sponsored Programs. The 
telephone number of the Office (x4590) will not change. 
In addition, construction of the new dining facility on the 
basement level of the Instructional Building is proceeding 
on schedule. Gasper said. The facility is expected to be 
completed and operating by mid-September. 
EXPLORING THE HEART—Associate Dean for Student Affairs 
William F. McNary Jr., Ph.D., lends a hand during his anatomy les-
son to two explorer scouts who were attending his lecture as part 
of a National Exploring Conference. Exploring is a division of the 
Boy Scouts of America and attracts young men and women ages 14 
through 20. The special Medical Exploring Program, recently 
hosted by the School, featured three days of workshops to intro-
duce many of the scouts to a wide range of careers in the health-
care field. (Photo by Lucy Milne, BUSM Educational Media) 
Evans Building entrance to close; new UH entrance designated for afterhours use 
The Evans Building entrance officially will close on Satur-
day, Sept. 17, as the Atrium Pavilion becomes the 
Hospital's official main entrance. Faculty, staff and stu-
dents who wish to enter the School of Medicine after hours 
must enter through the University Hospital's Atrium 
Pavilion entrance. The Instructional Building entrance is 
open from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. on weekdays; 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
on Saturdays; and 1 to 11 p.m. on Sundays and holidays. 
The closing of the Evans Lobby entrance provides a 
single foot-traffic pattern from the Atrium Pavilion 
throughout the Hospital and permits improved security by 
reducing the number of entrances to UH. 
Medical Campus and UH to offer vanpooling service for commuters 
The Medical Campus, in conjunction with the University 
Hospital, is offering a vanpooling service for faculty, staff 
and students who commute, according to Michael Donovan, 
director of personnel. 
The Office of Personnel will assist interested commuters 
in starting the vanpools through Caravan, a service offered 
by the nonprofit corporation. Commuters, Inc. Riders will 
commute in new vans equipped with air conditioning, com-
fortable seats, reading lights and AM/FM stereo sound sys-
tems. The vans will be parked in reserved spaces in front 
of Parking Lot C. Costs for commuters will include a small 
membership fee, with each vanpool member paying a share 
4 
of the van lease, gasoline and parking. Costs will vary by 
person according to the number of riders per van and the 
length of the commute. For more information, please call 
the Office of Personnel at x4610 (638-4610). 
Briefly Noted 
Michael P. Alexander, M.D., an associate professor of 
neurology. Laird Cermack, Ph.D., a professor of neurol-
ogy, Jules Frieman, M.D., an assistant professor of neurol-
ogy, Leonard Glantz, J.D., associate director of the School 
of Public Health and a professor of health law at SPH, and 
Douglas I. Katz, M.D., an instructor in neurology, will par-
ticipate in Braintree Hospital 's Ninth Annual Traumatic 
Head Injury Conference Oct. 12 through 14 at the Sheraton-
Tara Hotel in Braintree, Mass....Sanford Auerbach, M.D., 
an assistant professor of neurology and psychiatry at the 
School and director of the Behavioral Neurology Program 
at the University Hospital, was elected to a three-year term 
on the board of directors of the Alzheimer's Disease Sup-
port Group of the South Shore, Inc., at the annual meeting 
in April....Carl Franzblau, Ph.D., chairman of the Depart-
ment of Biochemistry, recently received an honorary Doc-
tor of Science degree from Roger Williams College at its 
commencement ceremony....Leonid Simanovsky, M.D., an 
assistant professor of pathology, recently was elected a fel-
low of the College of American Pathologists, a national 
medical specialty society of physicians certified by the 
American Board of Pathology....Jose Santos, M.D., an as-
sociate professor of pediatrics and pathology, received a 
1988 Distinguished Alumnus Award from the College of 
Science at California State Polytechnic University in 
Pomona, Calif....Marcelle Willock, M.D., chairperson of 
the Department of Anesthesiology, recently was elected 
president of the Massachusetts Society of Anesthesiology. 
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